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UNICEF Office of Research - Innocenti

What we do:

✓ Undertake research on children and adolescents to inform 
programmes, policy and advocacy

✓ Strengthen institutional capacity for evidence generation 
and use

✓Convene policy and research stakeholders to promote 
dialogue and shape global debates on child rights, well-
being and development



How we work

✓ Our research supports UNICEF’s global mandate on child 
rights well-being and development

✓ We benefit from UNICEF offices and National Committees 
in over 190 countries to undertake research that influences 
policy, programmes and advocacy

✓ We partner with leading researchers, governments, and 
international organisations

✓ We link rigorous, cutting-edge and policy relevant research 
with the users to evidence, bridging the gap between 
research and practice

✓ Around 40 staff - Research, Research Facilitation, 
Communication and Operations



Children on the move



Insights from:

• UNICEF-Innocenti Report Card 14 on 
Children and SDGs (2017)

• 2018 - What determines unequal outcomes in 
education? 

• Protected on Paper? An analysis of Nordic 
country responses to asylum-seeking 
children (2018)

• Measurement of multi-dimensional child 
poverty (MODA)



Children on the move

• Between 2010 and 2017, a total of 1.595,555 children (under 
the age of 18) requested asylum in the EU-28

– of which 1.480,225 children were first time applicants

– Countries with most asylum seeking children: Germany, 
France, Greece, Italy, Austria, and the Nordic countries

[Source: Eurostat 2018]

We know little about this population of children



Need for knowledge

✓ How children’s rights are respected and enforced?

✓ Child Wellbeing – mental health; education; violence; transitions to 
adulthood; integration; empowerment, participation and 
engagement
✓ A life course perspective

✓ How can child protection services reach and protect children on the 
move? 

✓ Promoting inclusion and equity – gender, age, disability

✓ Overcoming harmful practices through behavioral and social norm 
change



Knowledge for action

• Empirical data

• Indicators for monitoring child-wellbeing and SDG targets

• Children’s voices

• Multidimensional child-well-being (MODA)

• Mobility trajectories 

• Norms and values



Empirical data

• “Improve the collection of comparable data, including on 
violence against children, early childhood development, 
migration and gender” – (UNICEF Office of Research 
Report Card 14, 2017)

• Longitudinal evidence
– UNICEF’s Global Longitudinal Research Initiative (GLORI)

– The European Cohort Development Project (ECDP) 

– EU-SILC data



Indicators for monitoring child well-being and SDG targets

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
– There is a lack of indicators measuring SDG targets, particularly for 

vulnerable populations such as children with an immigrant 
background

• Need for indicators (UNICEF Report Card 14, 2017)
– Relevance: measuring specific well-being dimension

– Quality: standards regarding representativeness, comparability, 
accuracy and reliability

– Communicability: indicator is easily explained, conceptually clear, 
and clearly conveys the progress

– Policy attainability: realistic progress, within the SDGs’ time frame

– Alignment with global indicators: matching national context but 
also global comparability



Children’s voices

“Develop mechanisms to enable the voices of children to be 
heard in the migration process.” (UNICEF 2018).

• Involving children in the decision making is a right and  
enables more effective and efficient action (UNICEF 2018).

• We also know that children and adults report differently on 
children’s well-being outcomes 



Multidimensional Child Well-being - I

To align child poverty measurement to the UN GA 

definition of poverty:

“Absolute poverty is a condition characterized by 

severe deprivation of basic human needs, including 

food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, 

protection, health, shelter, education and information.”

[UN 1995, The Copenhagen Declaration and Programme 

of Action: World Summit for Social Development, Chapter 

II: 19]



Multidimensional Child Well-being - II

Multidimensional child well-being
UNICEF’s Multiple Overlapping Deprivation Analysis (MODA)

Education Violence Information Nr. of 

deprivations



Mobility trajectories

• There is a simplified notion of mobility. 
– i.e. migrant children who move once from home country to the 

destination

• Complex migration trajectories
– Return

– Within country (origin, destination, or both)

– Across countries

– Across regions

• Unpacking mobility trajectories
– Different kind of mobility trajectories of migrant children

– How mobility trajectories affect children’s life chances

– How institutions (and context) affect migration trajectories



Norms and Values

✓ Origin context 

✓ Diversity in the outcome (gender inequality, discrimination, 
legislation, child marriage etc.)

✓ How to measure attitudes, norms and values?
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✓ Download research
✓ Subscribe to email alerts
✓ Follow our research
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