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What is ETHMIGSURVEYDATA?

• ETHMIGSURVEYDATA is a research network and community of researchers 
specializing on ethnic and migrant minorities’ integration.

• The network has funding from COST Action CA16111, supported by the H2020 
programme of the EU, between May 2017 and April 2021 for networking 
activities. 

• It currently includes 150 participants from 35 European countries, and associated 
researchers from Australia, New Zealand and the United States. 

• It is an expanding community with approximately 3-5 new members joining every 
month. 



What is ETHMIGSURVEYDATA?

• The main goal of ETHMIGSURVEYDATA is to bring together researchers, policy 
makers, and survey data producers to join efforts to improve the access, usability, 
dissemination and standards of the multiple and scattered quantitative survey 
data that exist on the economic, social and political integration of ethnic and 
migrant minorities (EMMs). 

• The Network will pool resources and efforts on the systematic compilation, 
archiving, dissemination and analysis of existing EMMs survey data.

• The final goal is to make data FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Inter-operable and Re-
usable) with the aim of improving the empirical basis of high-quality research on 
EMMs integration.



What will ETHMIGSURVEYDATA achieve?

1. Produce a comprehensive compilation of the data that is available.

2. Articulate the mechanisms to share the data and make them available to a 
wider public, academic and non-academic.

3. Develop ways in which data already collected can be subject to a post-
harmonization process in order to facilitate comparative analyses of data that 
currently stand alone.

4. Provide a platform for the coordination of future data collection.

5. Coordinate activities to ensure the long-term sustainability of research efforts.

6. Promote comparative analysis and dissemination of research results.

7. Promote similar data production in the European countries where they still do 
not exist.

8. Train the future generations of European researchers in the best practices of 
data production.



What will ETHMIGSURVEYDATA achieve?

• Survey Metadata Database: Creation of a comprehensive (and constantly 
updated) database that lists all the hundreds of quantitative surveys (undertaken 
with ethnic and migrant minority (sub)samples across Europe). 

• Question Data Bank: Creation of a Question Data Bank (QDB) compiling all of the 
questions included in the surveys that have been located and documented, so 
that it can constitute a core resource for future researchers designing 
questionnaires directed at ethnic and migrant target populations. 

• Post-harmonised pooled datasets: Post-harmonization and pooling of 
comparable quantitative survey data (on ethnic and migrant minority 
integration). 

• Guidelines on EMMs survey data: Set of rules and recommendations on the 
measurement of EMMs. 



Creation of a Survey Metadata Database

• The database will conform to current international standards (DDI, 
Dublin Core, RDA recommendations, etc.).

• The database will be hosted in a research infrastructure that ensures 
its sustainability over time and its constant update.

• The database will be generated with a technology that allows future 
data producers to add the metadata of their own surveys in an 
autonomous and decentralized fashion.



Creation of a Question Data Bank

• The QDB will link to the dataset and will conform to current 
international standard.

• The QDB will be hosted in a research infrastructure that will ensure its 
sustainability over time and its constant update.

• The QDB will generated with a technology that allows future data 
producers to add the questions of their own surveys in an 
autonomous and decentralized fashion so that it is constantly 
updated.



Creation of Post-harmonised Pooled Datasets

• Collaborate with experts in post-harmonization of international 
surveys to replicate their best practices and procedures.

• Find technical solutions for the post-harmonization and (when 
possible) pooling of datasets.

• Find technical solutions for the storing of all the documentation and 
steps involved in the post-harmonization and pooling stages. 

• Generate the infrastructure where the post-harmonized data can be 
stored and subsequently accessed by future data users. 



Creation of guidelines on EMMs survey data

• Develop a set of standards and procedures for the measurement of the 
various dimensions of integration.

• Define guidelines for the production of a set of elementary and composite 
standarized indicators. 

• Define guidelines for the production of methodological protocols to survey 
EMMs integration in the future.

• Reduce the dispersion and lack of harmonization characterizing academic, 
public and private research on the topic of EMMs’ integration in the future.

• Promote survey data production in the European countries where they still 
do not exist.

• Inform policy initiatives, especially on integration indicators at the EU level.



Working Groups

1) National-level data (WG1) 

2) Subnational-level data (WG2) 

3) Guidelines for measuring EMMs’ integration (WG3) 

4) Training young scholars (WG4) 

5) Interaction with stakeholders and dissemination (WG5) 



WG1-2: Task Force on National-level and sub-
national data (National and subnational surveys 
Group) 
• WG1-2 are devoted to the tasks of collecting, analyzing and harmonizing data on EMMs’ 

integration at the national level (WG1) and sub-national level (WG2), respectively.

• The tasks of these working groups concerns data identification and data management of 
such surveys. 

• WG1-2 will review all available questionnaires and data that have been collected so far in 
each participating European country, and pool together data from available national and 
subnational surveys that are currently disperse or not harmonized. 

• Once this scoping task is achieved, the main objective is to make as much of this data as 
possible available to a wider public. To this end, WG1-2 will be tasked with (i) providing 
the guidelines for country teams and researchers to deliver the data in a format that can 
be shared and accompanied by the necessary documentation (in coordination with 
WG5), and (ii) constructing a database that integrates the data from country-specific 
studies that can be post-harmonized on a number of variables so that the data can be 
used comparatively.



WG3: Setting the guidelines for measuring EMMs’ 
integration (Indicators Group) 

• WG3 focuses on defining methodological recommendations and guidelines for surveying 
EMM groups on the topics of economic, social and political integration in the future. 

• The main objective of this Working Group is forward-looking, as it sets out to define the 
guidelines for the production of a set of standardized indicators and methodological 
protocols for producing surveys on EMMs integration in the future. 

• One of its main goals will be to inform policy initiatives, especially on integration 
indicators at the EU level. 

• Based on the evaluation and assessment of existing survey methodologies and sampling 
strategies, WG3 will develop a set of standards and procedures for the measurement of 
the various dimensions of integration. 

• The main goal is to reduce the dispersion and lack of harmonization characterizing 
academic, public and private research on the topic of EMMs’ integration in the future. 



WG4: Training young scholars (Educational Group) 

• WG4 deals with the training of young scholars (PhD students and Early 
Career Researchers) in the field of migrant integration studies. 

• In order to multiply the impact of the Action and to ensure the 
sustainability of its goals in the medium and long-term, a strong emphasis 
will be placed on providing training and networking opportunities for 
young scholars, both PhD students and Early Career scholars. 

• The objective of this WG is to train new generations of scholars and 
practitioners on (i) understanding the main challenges of EMMs’ 
integration in European societies by familiarizing them with the existing 
literature and research in this area; (ii) helping them master the 
methodological tools necessary to analyze the different dimensions of 
integration; and (iii) exposing them to the available data and surveys, and 
allowing them to gain knowledge and join ongoing or future research 
projects and activities at the local, national and European level. 



WG5: Interaction with stakeholders and 
dissemination (Communication Group)

• WG5 is a Communication Working Group in charge of building relationship with 
stakeholders and policy makers. 

• This working group is responsible of all aspects relating to interaction and 
communications both within the network itself and with the wider research and 
stakeholder communities, with regard to progress, publications, meetings, 
seminars, conferences and any other network activity. 

• Its main objectives are: (i) to establish and consolidate the ‘EMMs Survey Data 
Hub’ with the aim of making the collected data available to the public; (ii) to 
develop a specific strategy to integrate stakeholders and policy-makers in the 
activities of the network; (iii) to guarantee the international dissemination of new 
outputs (guidelines, publications, events, policy briefs) to research, civil society 
and governmental organizations; and (iv) to oversee the procedures, organization 
and outcomes of conferences, workshop and all other dissemination activities. 



Network membership

• Management Committee 

• WG Leaders 

• WG Extended leadership team 

• WG Ordinary Members



Type of activities

• Management Committee (MC) meetings are tasked with the overall governance 
and planning of the Network.

• Each WG holds plenary and executive meetings, with the former tasked to outline 
the broad lines of research coordination and the latter serving to manage the 
continued work of each WG. 

• Annual Action Workshops follow plenary WG meetings and serve to update, 
share and coordinate progress and research across WGs with the aim of keeping 
the various elements of the Action bridged at all times. 

• Action Conferences are held once a year and serve to disseminate among 
academics, stakeholders and policy makers the research and policy 
recommendations produced by network members. 

• Training schools are organized every year to ensure a continuous incorporation of 
young scholars to the network and the long-term sustainability of the Action 
efforts. 



What have we done so far and next steps
Year 1 

WG1-2: Metadata template.

WG3: Report on the identification of the conceptual boundaries of EMMs’ integration; 
evaluation of existing guidelines: standard good practices for privacy and codes of ethics; 
sampling frames, sample design, response rates, questionnaire design, etc.

WG4: Organisation of Training School and STSMs.

WG5: Communication strategies.

Year2

WG1-2: Documentation of existing surveys.

WG3: Assessment of the quality of items in already existing surveys, in order to identify 
and promote best practices and procedures. 

WG4: Training activities.

WG5: Development of the Action survey data hub.



Thanks!

The COST Action is directed by Professor Laura Morales of the Centre for European Studies and 
Comparative Politics, Sciences Po, Paris. 

E-Mail: siresa.lopez@sciencespo.fr

Twitter: @EthMigSurveyDat


